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SUBJECT: MALAYSIAN HOME MINISTER'S VIEWS ON US-MALAYSIAN NARCOTICS 
COOPERATION 

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 0561 

1 . IN THE COURSE OF A MAY 29 CALL ON MALAYSIAN HOME 
MINISTER TAN SRI GHAZALI SHAFIE BEFORE DEPARTING FOR 
CONSULTATIONS IN WASHINGTON, THE AMBASSADOR TOOK THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE THE SUBJECT OF US-MALAYSIAN 
COOPERATION IN THE NARCOTICS FIELD. THE AMBASSADOR 
EXPRESSED OUR SATISFACTION WITH THIS RELATIONSHIP. 

PARTICULARLY THE EXCELLENT COOPERATION OUR DEA REPRE- 
SENTATIVES HAVE HAD WITH THEIR MALAYSIAN COUNTERPARTS. 

HE NOTED THAT WE VIEWED THE RECENT CENTRALIZATION OF 
GOM NARCOTICS ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS UNDER THE ROYAL 
MALAYSIAN POLICE (RMP) AS A PARTICULARLY POSITIVE 
DEVELOPMENT. THE AMBASSADOR ADDED THAT WE WERE 
ALWAYS OPEN TO FURTHER SUGGESTIONS ON OTHER AREAS OF 
COOPERATION. 

2. TAN SRI GHAZALI THANKED THE AMBASSADOR FOR 
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THESE REMARKS. AND INDICATED THAT HE SHARED THIS 
POSITIVE ASSESSMENT OF OUR COOPERATIVE ENDEAVORS. 

OPNOTING THAT "OUR PROS ON BOTH SIDES SEEM TO BE ON 
THE BALL." HE WENT ON TO DECLARE THAT THE GOM 
EQUATES NARCOTICS ON A PAR WITH COMMUNISM AS 
POSING A THREAT TO NATIONAL SECURITY. "WE 
INTEND TO FIGHT THE DRUG MENACE TOOTH AND NAIL," 
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HE VOWED. HE ADDED THAT LIKE COMMUNISM, THE 
NARCOTICS PROBLEM IS INTERNATIONAL AND KNOWS NO 
BOUNDARIES. IN THIS REGARD HE CITED RECENT INITIA- 
TIVES BETWEEN THAI AND MALAYSIAN DRUG ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICIALS TO EXTEND AREAS OF COOPERATION, NOTING 
THAT THE RTG AND GOM WERE NO LONGER BOUND BY 
NATIONAL BOUNDARIES IN THEIR STRUGGLES AGAINST THE 
JOINT ENEMIES OF COMMUNISM AND DRUGS. 

3. COMMENT. GHAZALI'S STRONG PERSONAL INTEREST 
IN NARCOTICS ENFORCEMENT IS RELATIVELY RECENT (WE 
FIRST NOTICED IT DURING THE CODEL WOLFF VISIT IN 
JANUARY-REFTEL). THIS INTEREST COMBINED WITH THE 
RMP'S NEW LEADING ROLE IN NARCOTICS CONTROL AUGURS 
WELL FOR INCREASINGLY EFFECTIVE GOM DRUG ENFORCE- 
MENT EFFORTS. 

ROSENTHAL 
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